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SciencesPublic Health
Greatest 
Public Health 
Achievements

Health and life expectancy in 
the United States has improved 

dramatically in the 20th and 
21st centuries. Since 1900, 
the average lifespan in the 

U.S. has increased by more 
than 30 years, 25 of which are 

attributable to advances in 
public health. Here are some 
of the greatest public health 

achievements in the U.S. that 
contributed to our longer 

lives, in no particular order, 
published by the CDC in 1999 

and 2011.

 • VACCINATION  

 • MOTOR-VEHICLE SAFETY  

 • SAFER WORKPLACES AND WORKING CONDITIONS 

 • PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES  

 • HEART DISEASE & STROKE PREVENTION, IDENTIFICATION AND TREATMENT  

 • SAFER, MORE HEALTHFUL FOODS  

 • HEALTHIER MOTHERS AND BABIES 

 • FAMILY PLANNING  

 • ADDITION OF FLUORIDE TO DRINKING WATER TO PREVENT TOOTH DECAY  

 • TOBACCO CONTROL 

 • CANCER PREVENTION  

 • CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING PREVENTION 

 • PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

Figuring out your career—and the best educational pathway to get you there—can be 
a daunting challenge. Consider this guide a place to start.

Public health as a career looks different to 
everyone. Some might imagine scientists 
poring over specimens in a laboratory. 
Others might picture disease detectives with 
clipboards investigating a deadly outbreak. 
In reality, public health professions are 
as diverse as the people they serve. Data 
analysts, educators, communications 
experts, community organizers, program 
managers, health care providers—and, yes, 
clinical laboratory scientists and disease 
detectives—all play vital roles in the public 
health landscape.  

Improving health and wellbeing on a large 
scale in our increasingly international society 
takes more than a village—it takes an army 

“THE FIELD OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH AIMS TO IMPROVE THE 
HEALTH OF AS MANY PEOPLE 
AS POSSIBLE AS RAPIDLY AS 
POSSIBLE.” 
— Thomas Frieden, former director of 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention

of global citizens prepared to confront 
sometimes overwhelmingly complex 
problems both in their own backyards 
and overseas. But it should be a comfort 
to know that many people are working 
on these challenges together in extensive 
collaborative teams and networks. 

The last few decades have produced some 
remarkable public health efforts, including 
the first global public health treaty—the 
World Health Organization Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control—and 
international commitment to health 
progress in the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals and Sustainable 
Development Goals. While progress 
continues, our work is far from over. 



Health Communication
the study and use of communication 
strategies to inform and influence 
individual decisions that enhance health 
(cdc.gov)

Health Policy
decisions, plans, and actions that are 
undertaken to achieve specific health 
care goals within a society 
(who.int) 

Health Promotion
the process of enabling people to 
increase control over, and to improve, 
their health 
(who.int)

Preventive Medicine
a medical specialty with a goal to 
protect, promote, and maintain health 
and well-being and to prevent disease, 
disability, and death 
(acpm.org)

Population Health

the health outcomes of a group of 
individuals, including the distribution 
of such outcomes within the group 
(Kindig D, Stoddart G. What Is Population 
Health? American Journal of Public Health. 
2003;93(3):380-383.)

Regulatory Science

the science of developing new tools, 
standards, and approaches to assess 
the safety, efficacy, quality, and 
performance of all U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA)-regulated products 
(fda.gov)

Biostatistics

statistical processes and methods 
applied to the collection, analysis, 
and interpretation of biological data 
and especially data relating to human 
biology, health, and medicine 
(merriam-webster.com)

Epidemiology
the study of how often diseases occur in 
different groups of people and why 
(bmj.com)

GeoHealth

using spatial methods to help connect 
people, places, economic factors and 
cultural values with overall community 
health on a local, regional or national 
scale 
(mphdegree.usc.edu)

Global Health
collaborative trans-national research 
and action for promoting health for all 
(Beaglehole R, Bonita R. What is global 
health? Global Health Action. 2010;3:10.3402/
gha.v3i0.5142. doi:10.3402/gha.v3i0.5142.)

Environmental Health
the study of how the environment 
influences human health and disease 
(kidsenvirohealth.nlm.nih.gov)

Health Behavior

any activity undertaken by an 
individual, regardless of actual or 
perceived health status, for the purpose 
of promoting, protecting or maintaining 
health, whether or not such behavior is 
objectively effective towards that end 
(definitionofwellness.com)

Translational Science

the investigation of human health and 
disease, interventions and outcomes 
for the purposes of developing new 
treatment approaches, devices, and 
modalities to improve health 
(Robertson, D., & Williams, G. H. (2017). 
Clinical and translational science principles 
of human research. London, United 
Kingdom: Academic Press.) 
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What are the public health sciences? Below is a quick glossary of terms you are likely 
to come across:

Glossary
USC Public Health 
Sciences 

Defined
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Through the Years
OPTION ONE

GRAPHIC ONE
The University of Southern California has a long history of public health research and 
education. Learn more about our Department of Preventive Medicine in this timeline.

“I THINK THIS IS THE BEST PREVENTIVE 
MEDICINE DEPARTMENT IN THE WORLD...
THE MOST CREATIVE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
AND PREVENTION RESEARCH IN THE 
LAST 25 YEARS HAS COME OUT OF THIS 
DEPARTMENT.”
— Ronald Ross, Flora L. Thornton Chair, 
Department of Preventive Medicine 1999-2006

“PREVENTIVE 
MEDICINE CAN 
HELP CREATE 
BETTER HEALTH 
AND QUALITY 
OF LIFE, WHILE 
KEEPING HEALTH 
CARE COSTS TO A 
MINIMUM.”
— Flora L. Thornton, 
Department of 
Preventive Medicine 
endowment donor,  
1999

1972

The Los Angeles Cancer Surveillance Program, the first population-based cancer registry in LA 
County, begins. Envisioned by researcher Brian Henderson in 1968, the program collects and analyzes 
information on all new cancer diagnoses, and becomes one of the world’s most productive cancer 
registries. It remains today as a valuable resource to researchers nationwide. The registry has shed light 
on countless medical issues, such as the link between combination hormone replacement therapy and 
increased breast cancer risk in post-menopausal women and how intense smokers are more likely to 
develop aggressive, deadly bladder cancers.

1978
Brian Henderson founds the 
Department of Community & 
Family Medicine and steps in as 
the inaugural chair. 

1980
John Peters, renowned authority 
on the effects of air pollution on 
health, founds the department’s 
Division of Environmental 
Health.

1983
The Department of Community & Family Medicine splits in two, forming the Department of Family 
Medicine and Department of Preventive Medicine cancer researcher Malcolm Pike, recruited by 
Brian Henderson, takes the helm of the Department of Preventive Medicine six years later.

1992

The USC Children’s Health Study begins. Led by John Peters, the study examines how air pollution 
affects children’s respiratory health. The long-term study looked at California children’s lungs to help to 
establish that current levels of air pollution have chronic, adverse effects on lung growth; air pollution 
affects both development and exacerbation of asthma; living or going to school close to busy roads 
and freeways is linked to asthma, reduced lung function growth and increased school absences; and 
genes affect the risk of air pollution.

1993
Brian Henderson founds the Hawaii-Los Angeles Multiethnic Cohort, an influential study following 
thousands of Los Angeles area residents to explore the link between lifestyle and cancer in ethnic 
groups. Its work continues today, with dozens of papers published from the study each year.

1996
The Environmental Health Sciences Center begins, led by 
Department of Preventive Medicine Chair John Peters. Researchers 
at the USC-based center study how a wide variety of environmental 
factors and personal factors interact to produce human disease and 
why factors such as genetics make some people more susceptible.

2008
USC and Children’s Hospital Los Angeles found the Southern 
California Clinical and Translational Science Institute to 
translate scientific discoveries into solutions for better health in 
Southern California’s diverse communities.

2009

Epidemiologist Jonathan Samet, Flora L. Thornton Chair of the 
Department of Preventive Medicine, founds the university-wide 
Institute for Global Health. Aiming to improve global health by 
educating future and current global health leaders, the institute 
carries out trans-disciplinary research around the world.

2011
Human rights lawyer and researcher Sofia Gruskin founds the Program on Global Health & Human 
Rights at the USC Institute for Global Health, aiming to apply human rights concepts and methods 
to research, policy, capacity building and more. The Immigrant Health Initiative launches, led by 
cancer researcher Lihua Liu,  to expand public health research and policy to reduce immigrant health 
disparities.

2012

Psychology scientist Adam Leventhal launches the USC Health, Emotion & Addiction Laboratory 
to examine the intersection between health behavior, mental health and addiction. The USC Institute 
for Global Health begins managing the global health program of the Association of Pacific Rim 
Universities, which was established in 1997 by presidents of Caltech, UC Berkeley, UCLA and USC. The 
APRU Global Health Program began in 2007 to leverage global health education and research of 
Asia-Pacific universities to address global health issues.

2013
A five-year, $20 million grant from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration through the National 
Institutes of Health establishes the Tobacco Centers of Regulatory Science in Los Angeles with 
principal investigators Jonathan Samet and Mary Ann Pentz.

2015

Researchers Frank Gilliland and Carrie Breton launch the Maternal and Developmental Risks from 
Environmental and Social Stressors Center to study pregnant women and their infants over time 
in low-income, urban minority LA communities facing high obesity rates and wide-ranging exposure 
to environmental pollutants. USC and Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia establish the Eastern 
Africa Global Environmental and Occupational Health Hub to strengthen training, research 
and policymaking across eastern Africa. Researchers Lourdes Baezconde-Garbanati and Mary Ann 
Pentz open the Center for Health Equity in the Americas to conduct and promote research and 
collaborations to address health disparities throughout the Americas.

2016

Researchers Frank Gilliland and Carrie Breton begin the respiratory and metabolic health project Life 
Course Approach to Developmental Repercussions of Environmental Agents on Metabolic 
and Respiratory Health. Scientists Duncan Thomas and Jim Gauderman develop novel statistical 
methods for integrative genomics in cancer. The Law & Global Health Collaboration 
commences to advance scholarship and discussion at the intersection of law and global health, led by 
preventive medicine, law and social work faculty Sofia Gruskin, Alexander Capron and Charles Kaplan.



Education
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Public Health 
Sciences at USC

The Best in 
Public Health 

FLEXIBILITY ACROSS 
DISCIPLINES

THE WORLD IN A 
CITY

A GLOBAL & 
DIVERSE HUB

 • NO. 2 OF TOP NATIONAL COLLEGES TO MAJOR IN PUBLIC HEALTH.  - College Factual

 • NO. 15 TOP COLLEGE, USC IS NO. 3 IN THE WESTERN U.S. - Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education

 • NO. 23 OF BEST UNIVERSITIES IN THE U.S.  - U.S. News & World Report’s Best

The USC advantage
One of the world’s leading private research 
universities, USC is an anchor institution in 
Los Angeles, and a global center for arts, 
technology and international business. 
The university’s diverse curricular offerings 
provide extensive opportunities for 
interdisciplinary study and collaboration with 
leading researchers in advanced learning 
environments.

Strategic access
Positioned in the Keck School of Medicine, 
USC’s public health students engage in clinical 
and translational research, with access to 
some of the world’s most innovative and well-
equipped medical laboratories and research 
centers—including the globally renowned 
Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center, and two 
major teaching hospitals: Keck Hospital of 
USC and the LA County + USC Medical Center.

Get connected
From robust undergraduate programs in 
health promotion and disease prevention and 
global health, to our well-respected graduate 
and post-doctoral education, public health 
degrees at USC connect students to

• great careers, facilitated by faculty 
mentors and networking opportunities.

• ongoing engagement with public 
health leaders from government, non-
profit and business sectors.

• world-class research at one of 
the world’s largest private research 
universities. 

• global authorities in biostatistics, 
environmental health, health behavior, 
epidemiology, bioinformatics, global 
health—and more.

• innovative opportunities to 
make a difference, including key 
partnerships with local and international 
communities.

• 379,000 (and counting) USC alumni 
who are accomplishing amazing things in 
Los Angeles and around the world.

2
The Department of Preventive 
Medicine at the Keck School of 
Medicine of USC is No. 2 among 
the nation’s top public health 
departments receiving funds 

from the National Institutes of 
Health.

— Blue Ridge Institute for 
Medical Research.

Public Health Sciences at USC is a dynamic collective of degree programs, researchers and 
centers in the Department of Preventive Medicine working in population and global health across 
numerous schools and disciplines at the University of Southern California.

In-line with the university’s strategic vision for 
cross-disciplinary scholarship, public health 
faculty routinely collaborate with each of USC’s 
schools, ensuring students learn and work 
across multiple disciplines. Several dual degree 
programs combine public health with policy, 
medicine, psychology, social work and others. 
The online Master of Public Health program and 
other distance education courses ensure anyone, 
anywhere, can benefit from USC’s public health 
education. And since not everyone’s education 
and career journeys are on the same schedule, 
students can begin their degrees spring, summer 
or fall.

As the cultural hub of the Pacific Rim and a 
global center for entertainment and technology, 
Los Angeles is among the world’s most dynamic, 
diverse and rapidly evolving cities. With its 
population exceeding four million people, the 
city provides an ideal setting to examine health 
disparities and population diversity. Here, 
students can work with, and study, a microcosm 
of the world’s varied communities while tapping 
into a rich pool of local leaders in business, 
entertainment, government and nonprofit 
organizations. The weather is just a bonus.

Diversity, equity, access and opportunity are 
woven into the fabric of the USC experience. 
Data website Priceonomics ranks USC sixth 
nationally among colleges for student diversity. 
Approximately 21 percent of students and 
faculty are international, providing exposure to 
varied perspectives and opportunities. From 
a research perspective, the Department of 
Preventive Medicine’s work extends from the 
molecular to the global levels. Spanning cities, 
states, countries and continents, its Institute 
for Global Health, Program on Global Health 
& Human Rights and Center for Health Equity 
in the Americas are working to identify and 
disrupt some of the biggest issues confronting 
communities worldwide. 
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Spotlight
Faculty

Connecting with LA’s 
diverse populations

At USC, world-renowned 
teachers and mentors put 

students first. Whether 
that means jumping into 

groundbreaking research 
or honing skills through 

internships, competitions, 
conferences and immersions 

abroad, students can tailor 
their degrees to meet their 

needs and goals—and become 
public health leaders who 

change the world.

Whether they’re cleaning up the streets or 
working to prevent cancer, USC researchers 
play an integral role in Los Angeles 
communities. 

Professor of Preventive Medicine Lourdes 
Baezconde-Garbanati uses her community 
health experience and local ties to enact 
change and influence policy that will improve 
Angelenos’ health. Appointed Associate Dean 
for Community Initiatives for the Keck School 
of Medicine of USC in 2017, she emphasizes 
the need for USC to be a good neighbor to its 
surrounding communities.

“We need to engage with them and raise the 
educational levels, the income levels and act 
on socio-determinants of health,” she says. 

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:
LOURDES 

BAEZCONDE-
GARBANATI

Faculty Spotlight: Lourdes Baezconde-Garbanati

“We have the resources and the social capital 
to do it, and it is the right thing to do.”

Through her research, Baezconde-Garbanati 
has developed a career out of understanding 
communities—working to reduce health 
disparities while also engaging locals to 
participate on research teams. 

Tackling issues from tobacco prevention and 
control to obesity and women’s cancers, the 
Department of Preventive Medicine and its 
students benefit from Baezconde-Garbanati’s 
stature and respect in the community. 
Working closely with leaders in vulnerable 
populations has provided valuable insight 
that not only allows USC researchers to 
improve their strategies, but also the ways in 

which information gets disseminated to larger 
audiences, allowing USC to take its research 
from papers to the people.

“It’s important for this type of research to 
be conducted in preventive medicine, as it 
is one area where we know we can make 
a difference,” Baezconde-Garbanati says. 
“My career has taken me to work on cancer 
prevention, tobacco control, and other areas, 
and I think we have saved lives through our 
interventions.”

Researchers cannot achieve this success 
on their own. “The interventions have been 
most effective because they have included 
community input in them, community buy-in, 
and the communities have felt identified with 
our efforts—even contributing to the creation 
of some of our interventions. This has made 
a huge difference in the acceptance of the 
interventions at the community level,” she 
says.

Lessons Learned and 
Shared
Much of what Baezconde-Garbanati’s students 
learn cannot be gained from textbooks—
especially the lessons she teaches on how to 
connect with research subjects and how to 
hone research interests. 

“I chose academia because I am very 

passionate about teaching, working with 
young people who have the most creative 
ideas in changing people’s lives,” she says. “I 
felt that I could do the research I love to do, 
teach and learn from my students, and do 
the important service work at the community 
level that has shaped my entire career and 
academic life.”

With an extensive resume and more than her 
fair share of degrees, she understands what 
it’s like to be a student searching for career 
direction. (Her master’s degrees in medical 
psychology and public health led her to 
complete her doctorate).

“An MPH was instrumental in helping to set 
the direction for my career,” Baezconde-
Garbanati says. “I was able to appreciate 
the role of policy via this type of work and 
making a difference at a broader community 
level. I wanted to do research that could help 
improve community health and influence 
policy.”

She advises students to form networks among 
their graduate colleagues. “Form strong bonds 
and relationships. Be a good citizen, help 
others, and be there for others. Do projects 
together, work things out together and do not 
limit yourself,” she says. “Open your mind to 
all possibilities that might come to you. But 
at the same time, stay focused and know the 
direction you want to go in. If not, discover it 
along the way, and enjoy every single day of 
your time at USC.”

Pictured above: Professor of Preventive 
Medicine Lourdes Baezconde-Garbanati 

presents a speech at a 2017 Los Angeles City 
Council reception hosted by City Attorney 
Mike Feuer (left). City leaders honored her 

and Jonathan Samet, Flora L. Thornton Chair 
of the Department of Preventive Medicine, 

for their tobacco control and prevention 
research, which formed the scientific 

foundation for local policies
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MythsSeparating Myth  
from Fact

While it is true that many public health breakthroughs and discoveries 
have already significantly improved human life, threats continue 
to arise in our increasingly global society. Additionally, with today’s 
prevention methods and technology, we are now finally able to focus 
on narrowing the disparities in health care access and treatment 
among vulnerable populations. As we improve at identifying and 
treating disease, we can dedicate more time to preventive education 

Let’s clear up some of the misconceptions about public health. 

and service, locally and globally. Public health is also becoming more 
and more of a multidisciplinary science that requires creative and 
innovative solutions to the world’s rising complex problems. Drawing 
from the social sciences for community-based approaches, regulatory 
sciences for implementation and the biological sciences for clinical 
and translational research, public health goes far beyond theory or 
laboratories to make a real impact on the world.

1
#1 MASTER’S 

DEGREE FOR JOBS: 
BIOSTATISTICS

Early-career pay: 

$68,000
Mid-career pay: 

$104,000
Each year Forbes ranks the best 
master’s degrees for jobs using 

information from compensation 
data site Payscale for mid-career 

data. The rankings take into account 
pay growth, job satisfaction, stress, 

meaning derived from the work, 
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics’  
projected employment growth of 
jobs associated with each degree. 

Biostatistics topped the list in 2016. 
According to the BLS, people working 
in statistics “use statistical methods 

to collect and analyze data and to 
help solve real-world problems in 

business, engineering, healthcare, or 
other fields.” 

“HIGH MARKS FOR JOB 
SATISFACTION AND MEANING, 

AS WELL AS 151% PAY GROWTH 
FROM EARLY TO MID-CAREER AND 

18% PROJECTED JOB GROWTH 
LAND THIS DEGREE AT THE TOP OF 

THE LIST.”
 — Forbes.

Myth:  
There is little left to learn about 
public health.

 • ADDICTION BEHAVIORS AND MODELS

 • DANGERS OF EXCESS SUGAR

 • EFFECTS OF INDOOR AND OUTDOOR AIR POLLUTION 

 • HEALTH AS A  HUMAN RIGHT

 • HEALTH EQUITY IN THE AMERICAS

 • HEALTH IMPACTS OF OBESITY 

 • INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE AND DIPLOMACY

 • POP CULTURE INFLUENCE ON HEALTH

 • SMOKING CESSATION 

 • SOCIAL MEDIA AND PUBLIC HEALTH

 • SURGERY AS A GLOBAL HEALTH INTERVENTION

 • TOBACCO AND E-CIGARETTE REGULATION

Public Health Sciences Research Specialties at USC
Public health faculty at USC are renowned for their multi-disciplinary research that remain on the cutting edge of innovation. Below is a select 

list of research subjects our faculty are currently focusing on:

Some people think that pursuing public 
health, while important work, means 
sacrificing financially. But it is possible to find 
a fulfilling career that benefits the world as 
much as it benefits you. 

Many public health careers offer competitive 
salaries and bountiful opportunities in the job 
market. In 2016 Forbes named biostatistics 
the top master’s degree for jobs. In 2017 U.S. 
News & World Report ranked statistician as 
the best “STEM job” and among the best jobs 
overall, and epidemiologist/medical scientist 
as the third best science job. 

USC’s well-connected faculty mentors 
understand, and participate in, the public 
health labor force, which makes them 
uniquely qualified to help their students 
identify career priorities—and prepare them 
with the skills and experiences needed to land 
their ideal careers and pay grades.

Myth:  
Public 
health jobs 
are low 
paying.



USC Public Health 
Alumni Job Sectors
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The current market for careers in public health sciences 
is growing exponentially. According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, healthcare occupations and industries 
are expected to have the fastest employment growth and 
to add the most jobs between 2014 and 2024. That means 
not only will there be more jobs for individuals in the public 
health sciences, but also greater diversity in the roles these 
individuals will have. 

opportunity This table includes public health occupation examples and job forecasts according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, paired with our related USC degree programs.

Myth:  
Public health is 
a narrow field 
with limited 
opportunity.

Job Description Growth Degree
Statistician Use statistical methods to collect and 

analyze data and to help solve real-world 
problems in business, engineering, 
healthcare or other fields. Workplace: 
Approximately a third work for the federal 
government or for scientific research and 
development companies. Although they 
work mostly in offices, they may travel 
to collect data or to oversee a survey’s 
design or implementation.

34% 
projected  change in 
employment in 2014-
24. (Much faster than 
average.)

• B.S. Health Promotion & Disease 
Prevention

• B.S. Global Health
• M.S. Biostatistics
• M.S. Applied Biostatistics & 

Epidemiology
• MPH Biostatistics-Epidemiology
• Ph.D. Biostatistics

Epidemiologist Investigate patterns and causes of 
disease and injury. Work to reduce the 
risk and occurrence of negative health 
outcomes through research, community 
education and health policy. Workplace: 
Offices and laboratories, usually at 
health departments for state and local 
governments, in hospitals and at colleges 
and universities. Some do fieldwork to 
conduct interviews and collect samples, 
which may bring epidemiologists into 
contact with infectious disease, but the 
risk is minimal because they receive 
appropriate training and take extensive 
precautions before interacting with 
samples or patients.

6% 
projected  change in 
employment in 2014-
24.(As fast as average)

• B.S. Health Promotion & Disease 
Prevention

• B.S. Global Health
• M.S. Applied Biostatistics & 

Epidemiology
• M.S. Molecular Epidemiology
• Ph.D. Epidemiology

Health 
Educators & 
Community 
Health 
Workers

Teach people about behaviors that 
promote wellness; develop and 
implement strategies to improve the 
health of individuals and communities; 
and collect data and discuss health 
concerns with members of specific 
populations or communities. 
Workplace: Variety of settings, including 
hospitals, nonprofit organizations, 
government, doctors’ offices, private 
businesses, and colleges.

13% 
(Faster than average)

• B.S. Health Promotion & Disease 
Prevention

• MPH Child & Family Health
• MPH Health Communication
• MPH Health Education & 

Promotion
• MPH Health Services & Policy
• Ph.D. Health Behavior Research

Social & 
Community 
Service 
Managers

Coordinate and supervise social service 
programs and community organizations. 
Manage staff who provide social services 
to the public. Workplace: Nonprofit 
organizations, private for-profit social 
service companies, and government 
agencies.

10%
projected  change 
in employment in 
2014-24.(Faster than 
average)

• MPH Child & Family Health
• MPH Global Health Leadership
• MPH Health Communication
• MPH Health Education & 

Promotion
• MPH Health Services & Policy
• Master of Social Work & MPH

 • CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

 • CEDARS SINAI MEDICAL CENTER

 • CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL & PREVENTION

 • CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL LOS ANGELES 

 • CHINESE CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL & PREVENTION

 • CITY OF HOPE

 • GAVI, THE VACCINE ALLIANCE

 • GENENTECH

 • HARBOR–UCLA MEDICAL CENTER

 • KAISER PERMANENTE

 • LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

 • LOS ANGELES LGBT CENTER

 • PLANNED PARENTHOOD

 • RAND CORPORATION

 • UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

 • U.S. AIR FORCE

Where USC Public Health Alumni Work
Your job future is bright if you enter the workforce with a public health degree. Below is a select list of organizations where graduates of USC’s 

Master of Public Health program are employed.

Career Public Health Jobs



Global Immersion 
Programs & Practicums

immersion programs and practicums offer 
students the opportunity to tour country 
health agencies and serve as public health 
educators in rural Uganda and Mozambique, 
work on public health projects in Panama  
and participate in the annual World Health 
Assembly in Switzerland

Operation Smile Research 
Fellowship

offers scholars the opportunity to assist in 
researching the genetic and environmental 
factors in the etiology of oral clefts in children

Dhablania and Kim Family 
Global Medicine Fellowship

supports students’ experiential study, research 
or clinical experience in global medicine

Breman Global Health 
Immersion Fellowship

supports students interested in 
international health and public service 
careers by funding clinical, field or 
laboratory research experience in foreign 
countries

Anderson Family Global 
Health Immersion Fellowship

aims to enhances the recruitment of 
diverse students into research and practice 
careers in global health by funding 
hands-on research experiences in foreign 
countries

Ambassadors Brigade 
Fellowship Program

funds students interested in conducting 
research on health equity in the Americas 
or the correction of health disparities
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practical
Education derives its value not only from 
the content of your classes but also from the 
real-world experiences that an institution 
provides its students. Walking away with 
a degree is valuable, but even more 
important is walking away with skills and 
connections necessary to help you navigate 
a career. Working in Los Angeles you will 
have opportunities to dive into complex 
problems faced by the diverse communities 
surrounding with USC, as well as on a global 
scale through international internships and 
research fellowships. You’ll have the chance 
to learn from public health leaders both 
local and global, in the private, public and 
academic sectors. 

hands-on
Myth:  

All public health 
degrees are created 

equal.

Career 
Services
USC educational benefits do not end once you 
receive your diploma. Master of Public Health 
students continue to benefit from the degree 
program’s career services center, which hosts 
regular job fairs, promotes career opportunities 
through the MPHConnection portal, and offers 
professional development services. Career 
Advisers and alumni mentors are standing by to 
help new graduates enter the workforce with a 
running start.]

Global Research Opportunities Education in Action

Education Experience



18 /  Pu blic  H e a ltH Degrees & careers guiDe Public HealtH Degrees & careers guiDe /  19 

Studying public health does not always mean 
investigating populations in far-off lands. 
While it’s true that developing nations face 
a great burden of disease, compounded 
by lacking infrastructure and government 
regulations, among other challenges—even 
high-resource countries like the U.S. face an 
ever-growing number of health threats. 

Often, the most important lessons play out in 
our homes and communities—from hygiene 
to pollution to health care. No matter where 
you are in the world, public health is fragile 
and requires vigilant maintenance. 

In USC’s own backyard, for example, a former 
battery recycling plant deposited lead dust 
across an area of southeast Los Angeles 
County, resulting in toxic contamination. In 
2016 researchers at USC’s Southern California 
Environmental Health Centers collaborated 
with local organizations, agencies and 
policymakers to study and address the 

effects of lead contamination. Their work not 
only informs our own environmental health 
prevention and response efforts, but those in 
communities around the world for years to 
come.

Globally, public health has improved greatly 
over the past century, with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention crediting 
public health work with “adding 25 years to 
the life expectancy of people in the United 
States in this century” alone. While this 
acknowledges how far the field has come, 
the World Health Organization reminds us 
how far we have yet to go. According to the 
WHO, 2.1 billion people still lack safe drinking 
water at home and approximately 12.6 million 
deaths annually are caused by avoidable 
environmental risk factors. And while a 
majority of these worries may be overseas, 
organizations like the CDC are fighting these 
problems at home in your community every 
day. 

“PUBLIC HEALTH IS THE 
SCIENCE OF PROTECTING AND 
IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF 
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH PROMOTION OF 
HEALTHY LIFESTYLES, RESEARCH 
FOR DISEASE AND INJURY 
PREVENTION, AND DETECTION 
AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE.”
—CDC Foundation

Myth:  
Public health work is needed 
only in developing countries.
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While some programs may have rolling deadlines, such as the Master 
of Public Health online program, general application deadlines for USC 
undergraduate and graduate programs is Dec. 1. 

What you need
1. USC undergraduate or graduate admission application (see 

application links in the program pages to follow)
2. Official transcripts from each accredited college/university 

attended (for graduate applications) and/or high school attended 
(for undergraduate applications)

3. Three letters of recommendation (or however many specified 
by your program of interest)

4. Statement of purpose 
5. Curriculum vitae or resumé

To learn more about the admission process, visit our degree pages at 
publichealthsciences.usc.edu.

Financial support
Students at USC have a variety of financial aid and financing 
possibilities available to them. In many cases, these options can 
cover the entire cost of attendance, allowing you to focus fully on your 
studies. All first-year undergraduate applicants who submit complete 
applications (Common Application and USC Writing Supplement) 
by the Dec. 1 deadline will be considered for USC Merit Scholarships 
and will receive notification of their status in February. Please check 
financialaid.usc.edu to see the most up-to-date program cost estimates 
and support opportunities.

A great education is closer than you think
USC is need-blind in its admissions process. Ability to pay, or a student’s 
interest in financial aid, has no bearing on admissions decisions. We 
work with families to meet the full demonstrated financial need for 
students who satisfy all deadlines and eligibility requirements.

When it comes to paying for school, you’re not alone. Grants, work-
study and low-interest loans help make college affordable. Several 
financing options exist to help you pay your USC expenses. We 
encourage you to take advantage of the financial resources USC has 
to offer and are here to help answer any questions you may have. 
Financial aid counselors are available; email phs@usc.edu.

Although international students are not eligible to receive federal or 
USC need-based financial aid, they may be awarded merit scholarships 
and/or other departmental awards. Additionally, international students 
may apply for some private loans with a qualified co-signer who is a U.S. 
citizen.

Before you apply
steP 1:  reVieW PrOgraM aND 
aPPlicatiON reQuireMeNts
Read all instructions, as you will be unable to 
make too many edits to your application once 
you submit it. 
• Application deadlines vary by program. 

Confirm your intended program’s 
deadline to ensure you apply in a timely 
manner. 

• Register for all tests, such as the GRE 
and GMAT, to ensure USC receives 
them in time to review them with your 
application. 

• If necessary, revise your resumé/
curriculum vitae to focus on skills and 
achievements you would like to highlight 
for your graduate program. 

• Identify potential recommenders and ask 
them to write letters of recommendation 
for you. 

When you apply
steP 2:  cOMPlete ONliNe 
aPPlicatiON 
Once you have carefully reviewed USC’s 
application requirements and instructions, 
submit your application online. USC no longer 
accepts paper applications. 
steP 3:  PaY YOur aPPlicatiON 
Fees
The application fee for prospective 
undergraduates is $80, payable online when 
you submit your application for admission. 
If paying the fee causes a financial hardship, 
applicants may request a fee waiver from the 
payments page of the Common Application 
website. The application fee for graduate 
programs is $90 and can be payed upon 
submission of the online program application. 
steP 4:  uPlOaD PrOgraM 
Materials 
In addition to transcripts and test scores, 
most USC graduate programs require 
supplemental materials for admission review. 
These materials include, but are not limited 
to, elements such as a statement of purpose, 
recommendations, writing samples, a creative 
portfolio, etc. Please upload these documents 
according to your intended program’s 
instructions and requirements.
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Admissions
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Undergraduate 
education
No matter where you are on your education 
and career journey, we have a program 
that lets you create the right mix of learning 
from world-renowned faculty, cutting-edge 
research opportunities and hands-on work 
experience to prepare for the job you want.

Following USC’s general undergraduate 
admission standards, applicants to public 
health programs are evaluated on the 

In the heart of dynamic Los Angeles, 
our degree offerings embody the 
USC tradition of excellence and 
interdisciplinary collaboration.

content and rigor of their high school 
coursework, grades, standardized test scores, 
activity summary, essay, short answers and 
counselor/teacher recommendations. There 
are no absolute cut-offs or minimums for 
grades, class rank or test scores. 

USC is interested in the interplay of these 
elements as well as students’ personal 
accomplishments and potential for success.

Bachelor ’s Degrees

Health on a Global Scale 
The Bachelor of Science in Global Health 
is a multidisciplinary degree that offers an 
examination of public health and policy 
issues in the context of global affairs. 
Students complete coursework from the 
B.S. Health Promotion & Disease Prevention 
Studies program, USC Dornsife School 
of International Relations and other USC 
schools and departments. The program 
provides students with a strong background 
in understanding and evaluating global 
health issues and prepares them to become 
health professionals with international 
competencies. This program is an ideal major 
for students interested in medicine, pharmacy, 
dentistry, international relations, public 
health, epidemiology, health psychology and 
health behavior research.
FOCUS: Public health and policy issues in the 
context of global affairs.
REQUIREMENTS: Students must successfully 
complete 128 units, consisting of 66 units 
for the major and fulfillment of USC general 
education requirements including third 
semester equivalence in a foreign language.
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/bs-
global-health

Something for Everyone
Supplement your education with one of USC’s 
varied minor options!

• Cinema-Television for the Health 
Professions

• Cultural Competence in Medicine
• Environmental Health
• Global Health
• Health Communication
• Nutrition and Health Promotion
• Public Health
• Substance Abuse Prevention Minor

B.S. Health Promotion 
& Disease Prevention

B.S. Global Health 
Studies Minors

undergraduate education

Comprehensive Education
The B.S. Health Promotion & Disease 
Prevention Studies program provides a well-
rounded, professionally focused education in 
the sociocultural, behavioral, psychological 
and biological factors contributing to wellness 
and disease. While it is an ideal major for 
those interested in medicine, pharmacy, 
dentistry and other clinical disciplines, all 
students interested in the field of health 
broadly are encouraged to apply, regardless 
of whether or not they have a pre-professional 
emphasis. 
FOCUS: Global health; cultural diversity in 
medicine; substance abuse prevention and 
program planning; nutrition and fitness; 
health promotion of minority and underserved 
populations; and general public health issues 
(e.g., HIV/AIDS, violence, health promotion in 
the workplace and behavioral medicine).
REQUIREMENTS: Students must successfully 
complete 128 units, consisting of 66 units 
for the major and fulfillment of USC general 
education requirements including third 
semester equivalence in a foreign language.
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/bs-
health-promotion



M.S. Applied 
Biostatistics & 
Epidemiology

M.S. Biostatistics M.S. Molecular 
Epidemiology
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Graduate 
Education
The Department of Preventive Medicine’s graduate programs are 
designed to impart strong foundational knowledge while  also providing 
students with hands-on experience. 

Learning methods and concepts from both practical and theoretical 
perspectives, students benefit from opportunities to join research 
groups or develop independent projects with faculty and other 
researchers from private industries and the community.

The Department offers three Master of Science degrees—in biostatistics; 
applied biostatistics and epidemiology; and molecular epidemiology. 

USC is home to more than 25,000 
top-caliber graduate and professional 
students, accounting for more than 
half the entire USC student population. 
Our students represent all 50 states 
and 135 countries around the world, 
providing a diverse, unique learning 
environment.

All are lab- and research-based programs geared to help graduates 
succeed in their chosen professions—whether in biotechnology or 
other tech businesses, the pharmaceutical sector, government or health 
organizations.

An integral part of the Keck School of Medicine of USC,  public health 
graduate students enjoy unparalleled access to some of the world’s 
most innovative and well-equipped laboratories. This experiential 
education—far beyond the textbook—gives USC public health graduate 
students an edge among the most sought-after job applicants.

Master ’s Degrees

Putting theories to the test
The M.S. in Applied Biostatistics & 
Epidemiology teaches methods from a 
practical, hands-on perspective.
FOCUS: Applied biostatistics, epidemiological 
research methods, research applications 
including cancer, infectious disease, chronic 
disease and environmental epidemiology. 
REQUIREMENTS: Applicants should have 
undergraduate degrees in allied health, 
pharmacology, public health, medicine, 
biological and clinical sciences or other 
related fields. With approval of the USC 
Graduate School, applicants without degrees 
in these areas may be conditionally admitted 
contingent upon maintaining a specific GPA. 
Students must complete at least 38 units of 
required courses as follows: 25 units of core 
courses, at least nine units of elective courses 
and four units of master’s thesis courses, in 
addition to writing a master’s thesis.
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/ms-
applied-biostatistics.

Design and implement
The M.S. Molecular Epidemiology program 
provides a solid foundation in the core 
elements of epidemiological research, as well 
as training in biological sciences pertinent 
to students’ research interests—including 
human genetics, molecular and cellular 
biology, systems physiology and pathology. 
Coursework, and hands-on research, 
trains students to apply their knowledge to 
molecular epidemiological research.  
FOCUS: Understanding and applying 
statistical methods to design biomedical and 
epidemiological research, as well as using and 
interpreting results from specialized software to 
manage and analyze research data.
REQUIREMENTS: Students with bachelor’s 
degrees in biological sciences are eligible 
and encouraged to apply. Students with 
other backgrounds may apply if they have 
completed at least one year of general 
biology, one semester of biochemistry and 
one semester of statistics. 
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/ms-
molecular-epidemiology.

graduate education

The future of Big Data 
M.S. Biostatistics students learn everything 
from the basics to advanced statistical 
methods used to solve some of the world’s 
biggest problems.
FOCUS: Theory of biostatistics, data analytic 
methods, experimental design (including 
the design, conduct and analysis of clinical 
trials), statistical methods in human genetics, 
biomedical informatics and advanced 
statistical computing methods. 
REQUIREMENTS: Applicants should have 
undergraduate degrees in mathematics, 
statistics or biostatistics, computer science 
or other related fields. Undergraduate 
preparation should have included differential 
and integral calculus, introduction to 
mathematical statistics and basic computer 
programming. Some students whose 
backgrounds and experience demonstrate 
potential for success, but who have not met 
the minimum requirements, may be admitted 
conditionally.
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/ms-
biostatistics.
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MPHMaster of 
Public Health

TURN YOUR PASSION INTO A 
FULFILLING PUBLIC HEALTH 
CAREER.

Offered online and on-campus, the 
accredited USC Master of Public Health 
program ensures students have the tools, 
resources and connections to thrive as 
successful public health leaders. USC 
boasts access to some of the world’s 
pioneering faculty and best-equipped health 
research laboratories, three major teaching 
hospitals—Keck Hospital of USC, LA County + 
USC Medical Center and Children’s Hospital 
LA—and strong ties to the LA County Public 
Health Department and its clinics. Although 
students typically spend two years in the 
program, you can complete your degree in 
as few as three consecutive semesters—or 
take up to five years as a part-time student.

Concentrations to 
suit your interests

With multiple concentrations to choose from, 
MPH students in both the on-site and online 
programs can select specialized coursework that 
fits their interests. 

Core Courses:
First, MPH students learn public health fundamentals with five required 
courses in the following subjects:
1. BIOSTATISTICS
2. EPIDEMIOLOGY
3. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES
4. HEALTH SERVICE ADMINISTRATION
5. SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

Capstone & Practicum
Students must complete a capstone course and an internship placement 
(practicum) that integrates academic and practical experiences and 
prepares individuals to work in governmental and non-governmental 
organizations in health-related fields. The capstone is closely linked to 
the practicum and is designed to challenge students to reflect upon, and 
integrate, their training and experience with the goal of developing their 
own points of view regarding public health’s role in improving the health 
and well-being of populations in the United States, as well as abroad.

 • BIOSTATISTICS - EPIDEMIOLOGY 

 • COMMUNITY HEALTH PROMOTION

 • GLOBAL HEALTH

 • HEALTH SERVICES AND POLICY

 • GENERALIST

 • GEOHEALTH (ONLINE ONLY)

Online or On-Campus
Offered as both an online program and a traditional on-campus program, 
USC’s MPH provides personalized instruction from USC professors 
whether you live in Los Angeles or anywhere around the world. Each 
program has unique advantages but both offer the skills all students need 
to succeed in public health careers.

Dual Degrees
Looking to combine your public health education with another discipline?  
USC offers the following MPH dual degrees:
• Master of Public Health/Doctor of Pharmacy
• Master of Public Health/Master of Planning
• Master of Public Health/Master of Science, Social Entrepreneurship
• Master of Public Health/Master of Social Work

Apply
Learn more about where, and how, to apply at  
publichealthsciences.usc.edu/master-of-public-health. Questions? 
Contact our admissions advisers at phs@usc.edu.

two fall and two spring semesters for full-time students. However, a few 
core courses and track electives are offered each summer, which may 
allow some students to complete the program in less time. Please consult 
a graduate degree adviser if you are interested in completing the program 
in less than two years. 

Q: WHEN CAN I APPLY TO THE MPH PROGRAM?
A: Both the online and on-campus MPH programs offer rolling admissions 
deadlines, so students may join in the spring, summer or fall. For 
upcoming admissions deadlines, please refer to our website for more 
information.

FAQS 
Q: CAN STUDENTS IN THE ON-CAMPUS PROGRAM TAKE COURSES 
FROM THE ONLINE PROGRAM?
A: At this time, students can only take courses in the programs they are 
officially enrolled in.

Q:  IS IT POSSIBLE TO COMPLETE THE PROGRAM IN A SINGLE YEAR?
A: The MPH degree is intended to be a two-year program encompassing 

“The freedom and ability 
to attend webinars, while 
communicating with my 
colleagues online in discussion 
and group projects, were great 
opportunities that I truly 
appreciated. I feel that I was able 
to succeed and learn as much as a 
full-time student on campus.”

— Michael Pham, MPH ‘15

MICHAEL PHAM, MPH ’15  

After graduating from USC, Michael Pham 
traded the urban jungle of Los Angeles for 
the lush tropics of Southeast Asia, where he 
trained Cambodian officials in emergency 
response practices. Pham credits his success 
in Cambodia in part to his education and 
faculty mentorship at USC. As a full-time 
health educator and director of his company, 
the CPR Hero Healthcare Training Center, 
Pham had chosen the online MPH program to 
supplement his career.

Learn more about Michael’s project at 
publichealthsciences.usc.edu.

Student Spotlight

graduate education: master of public health



Ph.D. Biostatistics Ph.D. Epidemiology Ph.D. Health Behavior 
Research
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Doctoral 
Degrees
USC public health doctorate programs offer 
graduate students an education uniquely their 
own. Candidates are encouraged to pursue 
their research questions and interests. And 
because doctoral students play an integral 
role on our research campus, they receive full 
funding throughout their studies, including 
tuition remission, stipend and health benefits.

Doctoral students take an active part in 
the Keck School of Medicine of USC’s 
vibrant research campus. As students 
join their new labs, they partner with 
mentors to put together individual 
development programs with short- 
and long-term goals to maximize their 
success.

Assistantships
Teaching and research assistantships, as 
well as graduate assistant lectureships, are 
awarded each year by the Department of 
Preventive Medicine to doctoral students 
on the basis of scholastic accomplishment, 
academic promise and competence. Faculty 
directly supervise teaching and research 
assistants and graduate assistant lecturers. 

Assistantships offer students the opportunity 
to interact closely with faculty as they learn 
the skills essential to teaching undergraduate 
students. Additionally, the assistantships 
help students gain valuable experience in 
academia—learning to communicate complex 
concepts to students and how to evaluate the 
theoretical foundations of research. 

Research from every angle
The Ph.D. Epidemiology program produces 
epidemiologists with in-depth statistical skills, 
knowledge in theory and methodology, ability 
to design and conduct research studies and 
statistically analyze data. Graduates serve 
as independent investigators and leaders in 
population-based, clinical or translational 
research. Upon graduation, students are 
prepared for careers in academia, government 
agencies, biotechnology and other private 
industries. The degree may be an extension of 
the M.S. Applied Biostatistics & Epidemiology 
program and is aimed at students with strong 
backgrounds in medicine. 
FOCUS: Epidemiological statistics, theory 
and methodology supplemented by 
practical experience in data management, 
bioinformatics, questionnaire design, grant 
writing, scientific writing and communication. 
REQUIREMENTS: The program requires 
core of courses in methodological aspects of 
statistics and in statistical thinking as applied 
to medicine, as well as a solid grounding 
in epidemiological methods and in certain 
medical disciplines. Students must complete 
60 course units with a maximum of 20 units 
of research and dissertation; pass screening 
and qualifying examinations; and complete a 
dissertation and final oral defense. 
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/phd-
epidemiology

Modify risk, protect health
The Ph.D. Health Behavior Research program 
provides academic and research training 
suited for careers in health promotion and 
disease prevention research. Combining 
lectures, discussions, seminars, student and 
faculty presentations, and field research, 
the program also incorporates theory 
and methods from allied fields including 
communications, psychology, preventive 
medicine, biostatistics, public health and 
epidemiology. Students gain research 
experience by participating in projects 
conducted through the USC Institute for 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention 
Research. Because students are taught 
to work with varied populations and 
research questions, they are prepared for 
careers in academia, government agencies, 
pharmaceuticals and other private industries.
FOCUS: Understanding the theories of 
behavior that are typically used in health 
behavior research and how to use the 
models to predict and modify health risk and 
protective behaviors.
REQUIREMENTS: Students must complete 
a total of 60 units of graduate study, of which 
students must complete nine core courses in 
addition to electives and other courses. For 
students entering with a bachelor’s degree, 
one of the directed research projects will be 
equivalent in scope to a master’s thesis. 
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/phd-
health-behavior

graduate education

Crunch data, change lives
Students in the Ph.D. Biostatistics program 
gain deep knowledge of statistical theory and 
methodology—and the ability to apply this 
knowledge creatively. They collaborate with 
senior faculty on Big Data projects, drawing 
on the unique multi-ethnic population in 
Los Angeles. From satellites to the internet 
of things, candidates learn next-generation 
techniques to prepare and elevate their 
research for shifting informatics paradigms. 
From this program, the next generation of 
researchers emerge able to design, conduct 
and statistically analyze and interpret 
their research studies, preparing them for 
careers in academia, government agencies, 
pharmaceuticals and more. 
FOCUS: Biostatistics theory and application, 
combined with focused studies in one of four 
tracks: biostatistics theory, statistical genetics, 
environmental statistics or clinical trials.
REQUIREMENTS: Applicants with 
undergraduate degrees in allied health, public 
health, biological sciences or other related 
fields are encouraged to apply. Prospective 
students must have prior research experience, 
master’s degrees in related disciplines, 
outstanding letters of reference, high GRE 
scores and completed master’s theses. A 
minimum of 60 units of graduate study is 
required and a maximum of 19 of these units 
may be from research and dissertation. Some 
students may be admitted to the program 
without a strong quantitative background.
APPLY: Learn more about where, and how, to 
apply at publichealthsciences.usc.edu/phd-
biostatistics

Admissions
We’re flexible. While we expect that our 
applicants have outstanding research 
experience, high GPAs and GRE scores, we 
understand not all successful candidates look 
alike. For that reason, we judge applicants 
not solely on their grades and accolades, but 
also on their experience. Some students may 
be admitted to the program without a strong 
quantitative background.

WHAT YOU NEED TO APPLY:
Application deadlines for the Keck School of 
Medicine are Dec. 1. 

1. USC graduate admission application
2. Official transcripts from each accredited 

college/university attended 
3. Three letters of recommendation
4. Statement of purpose
5. Curriculum vitae or resume



Public Health Sciences at USC
2001 N. Soto St. | Los Angeles, CA 90033
phs@usc.edu

Learn more about our educational offerings at 
publichealthsciences.usc.edu

Connect with us:
facebook.com/uscpublichealthsciences
instagram: @uscphs
twitter: @uscphs
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